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American Studies I: History and Language Arts 

Fall 2018 

American Studies I Summer Assignment 2018 

Learning is a never-ending process. As such, it is expected that all students seek to enhance and 
further their education continuously. The learning should not start and stop with what is assigned or 
required. 
 
Overview:  
The concept behind American Studies is the combining of two separate courses of study: 
American History and American Literature into one single course that allows students to see how 
the history and literature of America are inextricably linked.  Over the course of our studies, we will 
demonstrate how history creates the literature of a culture and how literature plays a major role in 
shaping the culture that creates it.  This class will combine these courses of study together through 
team teaching, group learning, and shared assignments that look at literature and history together.   
 
Assignment:  
This Summer Assignment is designed to give you a preview of the work we will be doing and the 
manner it will be assessed next year.   
 

You are required to read one book over the course of the summer. 
 

1. The Glorious Cause by Jeff Shaara 
 

Based on your readings you will then be required to complete the following tasks: 
 

1. During your reading of The Glorious Cause you will keep a journal to highlight basic 
information from what’s happening in each chapter of the book.  Each chapter from the text 
will have a corresponding minimum of a half page of notes.  Journals can be hand written or 
kept digitally.  (Minimum of 30 pages total) 
 

2. You will create a mock “face book” page for one of the historical characters in The Glorious 
Cause.  This will be a visual work meant to represent all aspects of the historical character’s 
life you have chosen. This can be created digitally or in poster form. 
 

3. You will present your “face book” assignment to the class in a 3-5 minute oral presentation 
explaining why you chose the character and what aspect of their life you chose to include in 
your visual presentation. 

 
➢ Failure to complete any part of this assignment on time or receiving a failing grade for any part 

of this assignment may drastically affect your First Marking Period grade. The complete project 
will be worth 20% of the first quarter. There will be no exceptions. 

 
We look forward to seeing you and your hard work in September!! 
 

All the parts of the assignment are due: Tuesday, September 11th, 2018. 

(Oral Presentations will also begin this day!!) 
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